Callosal projection neurons in area 17 of the fetal rhesus monkey.
We have studied the distribution of callosal projection neurons in area 17 of a fetal rhesus monkey which received large injections of horseradish peroxidase into the contralateral occipital cortex. In comparison to other cortical areas, area 17 contains few callosal projection neurons. Most of these cells are confined to a region extending tangentially about 2.5 mm from the 17/18 border, although a few neurons were noted as much as 5 mm from the border. Comparing the distribution of callosal projection neurons in the fetal monkey with what has been described in newborn and adult macaques, it is apparent that although some degree of refinement in striate callosal connections may occur during in utero development, the prenatal development of callosal connections in the macaque is inherently adult-like.